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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 
9:30am:  MVCO  
Rehearsal 

3 
*8:15am:  
Divine Service 
9:30am:  
Ed. Hour 
*10:45am:  
Divine Service 
6:30pm:  Take 
Heart @ Zion 

4 
 

5 
 

6 
6:00pm  
Worship  
6:00pm 
Confirmation @ 
Bethel 
 
 

7 
7:30pm  
Board of Youth 

8 9 
8:30am 
Board of Ed 
9:30am:  LWML 
Zone Rally @ 
Bethel 

10 
8:15am:  
Divine Service 
9:30am:  
Ed. Hour w/ Hay-
den Rensner 
10:45am:  
Divine Service 
6:30pm:  Take 
Heart @ Zion 

11 
4:30pm  
Human Care 
5:30pm  
Stewardship 

12 
5:30pm:  Live 
Stream Training 
@ SOTV 

13 
6:00pm  
Worship  
6:00pm 
Confirmation @ 
Bethel 

14 
10:00am  
People Matter 

15 16 
8:00am 
Men’s Network  

17 
*8:15am:  
Divine Service 
9:30am:  
Ed. Hour 
*10:45am:  
Divine Service 
1:00pm: Middle 
School Youth 
Event @ SOTV 
6:30pm:  Take 
Heart @ Zion 

18 19 20 
6:00pm  
Worship  
6:00pm 
Confirmation @ 
Bethel 

21 
7:30pm  Elders 

22 23 

24 
*8:15am:  
Divine Service 
9:30am:  
Ed. Hour 
*10:45am:  
Divine Service 
1:00pm: High 
School Youth 
Event @ SOTV 
6:30pm:  Take 
Heart @ Zion 
7:00pm  
Council 

25 26 27 
6:00pm  
Worship  
6:00pm 
Confirmation @ 
Bethel 

28 29 30 
NO EVENTS ON 
10/30 
~~~~~~~~~~ 
31 
*8:15am:  
Divine Service 
9:30am:  
Ed. Hour 
*10:45am:  
Divine Service 
6:30pm:  Take 
Heart @ Zion 

The Countercultural Nature of Loving Our Oppressors – Part 3 

Last month we talked about the Woke ideas of oppression and victimhood. When it comes to this issue, Jesus is an enigma. On one hand, 
Jesus is the Son of God; the God-man.  He represents all power and authority. On the other hand, Jesus was oppressed. He came into this 
world for this purpose: to be oppressed and die. Jesus was an oppressed individual. 

Jesus was oppressed alongside His fellow Jews during the Roman occupation of Israel. Israel was conquered by the Romans in 63 BC under 
the Roman general, Pompey. By the time of Jesus’ ministry around 30 AD, the Romans had been present for about 93 years.  The Romans, 
although not as cruel as the Babylonians or the Assyrians of previous centuries, were, nevertheless, oppressors.  There was no true king of 
Israel. The famous King Herod Antipas, of Jesus’ day, was actually not a king at all, but the tetrarch. He was essentially a puppet king who 
ruled Israel for the Romans. The Jewish people were squeezed for taxes, and they had little to no rights, nor did they enjoy the civil liber-
ties afforded to Roman citizens. They were second class citizens.   This was the society in which Jesus grew up. 

Jesus was racially oppressed as a Jew. The Jews were not looked highly upon by the Roman conquerors.  Anyone outside of Roman culture 
was considered a barbarian. Plus, the Jews were odd to the Romans. They were monotheists for one thing. The Romans had gods for vir-
tually every conceivable idea and thing, thus the Jewish belief in only one God was strange and eccentric to the Roman mind. But the Jews 
were not merely monotheistic. They were fiercely monotheistic and followed a very strict set of ancient Jewish laws, leading to a number 
of riots and attempted insurrections against the Romans over the years.  

Jesus was oppressed in as son of a humble carpenter and his family. There is not much reason to suppose that Joseph and Mary were well-
to-do.  Jesus, after all, was literally born in a barn.  As a traveling preacher He made the point that “Foxes have holes, and birds of the 
air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.”  Jesus was very likely poor. 

More could be said about the identity of Jesus as oppressed, but there is no doubt that He was.  So how is one who is op-
pressed expected to act toward his or her oppressor? In our contemporary woke culture, the answer is always the same: protest.  

Of course, this is the American way. From the days of the War for Independence to the Abolitionists of the 19
th

 century; from 
the Suffragettes if the early 1900s to the Civil Rights marches of the 1960s, peaceful protest is how we get things done around 
here! It always has been. It is one thing to speak up for one’s beliefs in the face of oppression, but it is quite another when we 
cross the line to hating our oppressors.  These days we are told that the oppressor is to be invalidated and put into subjection. 
Wokeness and cancel culture demand that we hate our enemies. 

Jesus had a revolutionary way of dealing with His oppressors. Let’s look at two examples. 

 #1 A Roman Soldier 

5 
When he had entered Capernaum, a centurion came forward to him, appealing to him, 

6 
“Lord, my servant is lying par-

alyzed at home, suffering terribly.” 
7 

And he said to him, “I will come and heal him.” (Matt 8:5-7) 

A Roman Centurion should have expected nothing from the Jews.  They represented the oppression of Rome.  What says op-
pressor more than an occupying foreign military. And yet this soldier comes to Jesus. And Jesus helps His own oppressor! Let’s 
look at a second example 

#2 A Tax Collector 

9 
As Jesus passed on from there, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax booth, and he said to him, “Follow 

me.” And he rose and followed him. (Matt 9:9) 

Tax collectors were essentially sell-outs and traitors to their fellow Jews.  Collecting taxes for the pagan Roman government, 
and then skimming off the top and lining their own pockets with the money of their family and neighbors. But what does Jesus 
do? He calls the tax collector to be His disciple, an then He eats dinner with him.  That tax collector was Matthew, the author of 
the first Gospel. 

Indeed, Jesus turns it upside down.  Contrary to popular opinion, we are not called to cancel and ruin the livelihoods and fami-
lies of those with whom we disagree. We are not called to hate and punish even our enemies. Jesus tells us “love your enemies 
and pray for those who persecute you, 

45 
that you may be children of your Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on 

the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.” (Matt 5:44b-45) 

As Christians, we are called to pray for those who hate us, malign us, and call us bigots (or worse). This is a high calling, no 
doubt, but remember, this is exactly what Jesus did when He died for you! 

Middle School Youth Gathering  
in Fargo 



LIVE STREAM @ SOTV 

We are slowly becoming a video world. If you don’t believe, consider these statis-
tics: 

More than 500 million hours of videos are watched on YouTube every day 
72 hours of video are uploaded to YouTube every 60 seconds 45% of people 
watch more than an hour of Facebook or YouTube videos every week 

If you think that’s a lot of video content, all of us will be consuming more video in 
the future. 

As many of you know, we are currently Streaming the Sunday early Service. 

Why do we Stream the Sunday Service? 

Question some might have, here are a few reasons. 

To Reach people who are unable to attend 

To Reach the Travelers 

To Help Members Stay Connected 

To Reach more people  

 

With the Current setup that we have here at Shepherd of the Valley it is taking 

two people to do the Live Stream on Sunday Mornings, one person to take care 

of the Camera, and one to take care of the Stream. 

If you are interested in how we do it, or in helping with doing it, please get ahold 

of Rob Burkhardsmeier or Ken Purdy and they will be glad to answer your ques-

tions. 

There will be a meeting for all who would like to help in the Streaming on Tuesday 

October 12th at 5:30 pm at SOTV for all who are interested to learn and/or help. 

 

Where to watch the Stream: 

       

Budget Time 

If a person has been checking the newspaper lately, one of the topics frequently highlighted in the 

past few weeks has been budget planning for the local city and county governments.  Proposals, 

taxes, levies and various assessments are all debated and discussed as avenues to fund the various 

budget requests and requirements of each governmental entity, with the public encouraged to 

weigh-in with opinions and comments on the process. 

Much the same is currently happening at Shepherd of the Valley.  We have started our budget 

process, asking each of our boards to look over their needs for the upcoming year and put forward 

those requests to our congregation at the November 14th Voter’s Meeting.  For those not familiar 

with the process, here is a brief description of what each board is in charge of come budget time: 

Board of Lay Ministry (Elders): Salary/Support for Pastors, Secretary, Organists, Administrative 

Supplies and Convention Attendance  

Board of Evangelism: Promotional Materials and Advertising 

Board of Stewardship: Offering Envelopes, People Matter and Human Care Ministries 

Board of Education: Sunday School, Vacation Bible School, Adult Education and Martin Luther 

School Tuition Assistance 

Board of Youth: Middle/High School Events and Youth Conventions 

Board of Trustees: Church Property Maintenance/Repairs, Insurance, Utilities, Custodial Services 

and Snow Removal 

We have around 160 services per year, approximately 35 weeks of Sunday School and Catechism 

classes, weekly and monthly youth events, VBS in the summer and year-round adult education bi-

ble study between services.  It’s a busy ministry!   Our budget for 2021 was $308,330.  We know 

there will be increases in 2022 due to rising costs of goods and services and a large special assess-

ment from the City of Bismarck for completed street repairs.  There are no tax brackets or levies at 

SOTV.  We as members give as we are able according to the blessings our Lord has given to us.  

That is a slight paraphrase from Deuteronomy 16:17, and it’s not from might or fright that we 

give, but rather through willingness and thankfulness. 

I hope as you read this that it peaks a little bit of interest in our budget process.  Ideas and inputs 

shouldn’t be limited to a small group of members, so if you have comments or want information, 

please bend my ear.  Join a board that fits your strengths and talents.  And please put the Novem-

ber 14th Voter’s Meeting in your calendars and take part in this process. 

Steven Reiman 

President, SOTV 



“MAIN STREET LIVING” MEDIA MINISTRY 

OCTOBER UPDATE 

 With October comes our church’s commemoration of the REFORMATION and Luther’s stand for the truth of Holy Scripture! As 

one looks around today, it is quite obvious that there is need for another reformation as we see what is being taught in many so-

called “Christian” churches. Rather than teaching according to God’s Word, the sanctity of human life and God’s sacred plan for 

marriage and gender, along with many other Biblical teachings, have been turned up-side down as in the days when Isaiah 

warned of those who call evil good,and good evil. Holy Spirit, help us remain ever faithful to your Holy Word! 

Thank you for your much-needed financial support! Checks may be sent to “Main Street Living NORTH”, 821-5th Ave S, Fargo, ND 

58103, or donate by Credit Card or your PayPal account on the website.  

 God’s blessing in Christ!     -Ken Koehler / MSL North Volunteer Coordinator 

“MSL North” Programs for October 2021 

Oct 3:  Rev. Philip Beyersdorf, St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, Minot, ND, presents the message “Love the Lord Your God,” based 

on Matthew 22:34-46. “This Is The Life” episode: “Live Option” - A 15-year-old pregnant daughter and her mother disagree on 

the future of her child. 

Oct 10:  Rev. Arie Bertsch, President of the ND District LCMS, presents the message: “Jesus Looking at You, Loved You,” based 

on Mark 10:17-22. “This Is The Life” episode:  “Families Come First”  A man contends with the demands of his career, promotion, 

and his vocation as a father.   

Oct 17:  Rev. Dr. Heath Trampe, Our Savior Lutheran Church, Minot, ND, presents the message: “Stewards of God’s Riches,” 

based on Mark 10:23-31 and Ecclesiastes 5:10-20. “This Is The Life” episode: “Conspiracy of Silence” - A husband and wife come 

to grips with a terminal illness.  

Oct 24: Rev. Brian Dole, Our Savior Lutheran Church, Minot, ND, presents the message “Bartimaeus: An Image of Discipleship,” 

based on Mark 10: 46-52. “This Is The Life” episode: “Big Account” - An advertising agency art director learns the impact of his 

work on his family and others. 

 Oct 31: Rev. Dan Deardoff, Blessed Redeemer Lutheran Church in Brandon, SD, presents a special reformation message as Mar-

tin Luther. “This Is The Life” episode: “The Sexton” - A pastor and a sexton (church caretaker) with magical powers fight an eerie 

duel in a church.  

 “MAIN STREET LIVING” is a locally produced TV program that includes a 30-minute worship service led by participating pastors 

of the Minnesota North and North Dakota Districts of our LCMS, along with a 30-minute Lutheran Hour program (normally “This 

Is The Life,” along with occasional church-season specials). 

Programs are broadcast starting at 10:00 am Central Time / 9:00 am Mountain time on the following WDAY XTRA Channels:  

Bismarck/Dickinson KBMY Xtra Channel 17.3 Cable channel 594  

MSLN programs are also archived for one year and can be viewed at any time on www.mainstreetliving.com then click on “North 
(Fargo)”.  

Middle School Youth Event 

All Bethel and Shepherd of the Valley Middle School students  (grade 5-8) are invited 
every third Sunday to a time of Bible Study, food, friends, and games.  Our next 
meeting will take place at Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church on Sunday, Octo-
ber 17th from 1:00 to 2:30.  Come along and join us. Bring a friend! 

RSVP to pastorwoodside@gmail.com or text to 951-217-3385 

Board Game Club Fun Incredible Extraordinary for High School Youth 

Youth in grades 9-12 from all five of our local area churches are invited to participate 
in a weekly board gaming club! Our next event is scheduled for Oct 24th at Shepherd 
of the Valley from  1:00-3:00, after second service. We will begin with a prayer and 
devotion, followed by fellowship and games.  Pastor Woodside has a fairly 
large collection of games, but feel free to bring your own favorite games to play as 
well. Light refreshments will be provided. Come along and bring a friend! 

RSVP to pastorwoodside@gmail.com or text to 951-217-3385 

AND THE VERDICT IS IN….   

On Sunday, September 12, voters from Shepherd 

of the Valley elected to go ahead with the pro-

posed church sign.  It is hoped that we will have 

the old sign removed and the new sign installed in 

its place by mid-late November.  Thanks to all 

who shared insights and in an effort to bring this 

project to the table for discussion and ultimate 

approval.   

The commemoration of All Saints will take place on Sunday, November 7.  

In an effort to remember loved ones who have died in the Lord, members 

of Shepherd of the Valley are invited to purchase a red-long stemmed 

rose to honor them.  The cost is $4.00 per rose.  Forms are available for 

you to place your order.  Please place your order by October 31st.   

We are exploring options to provide Bible study for members at 

Shepherd of the Valley.  Adult Bible Study is offered every Sunday 

morning at 9:30 during the education hour and is led by Pastor 

Wolfgram or Pastor Woodside.   

Would you like an in-home Bible study?  Week nights or during the 

day?  A book of the Bible or topical study?  A survey seeking in-

sights regarding Bible Study preferences will be distributed in com-

ing weeks.  Please let us know your preference either through the 

survey or by talking with Pastors Wolfgram and Woodside.   

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mainstreetliving.com%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7C1980d05862964113f32608d979eb16f7%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637674872868486155%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoi
mailto:pastorwoodside@gmail.com
mailto:pastorwoodside@gmail.com


October 2021 

1-15    Dick Dever    

16-30  R Burkhardsmeier        

*Oct  3 Taylor B.   815am 
 Jensen H.   1045am 
 
Oct 10 Dax L.    815am 
 Jason C.   1045am 
 
*Oct 17Aspen R   815am 
 Reese D.   1045am 
 
Oct 24 Gavin V.   815am 
 Brekken Z.   1045am 
 
*Oct 31David A.   815am 
 Olivia D.   1045am 

OCTOBER  

Deb Beck   

Jean Leuwer   

Jerry Lippert   

Leona Mittag   

Aspen Roaldson   

Jason Colby   

Sylvia Dever   

Blake Nelson   

Daniel Russell   

Grace Wolfgram   

LaRae Kuusisto   

Jason Kuusisto   

Bobbie Burkhardsmeier  

Bradford Holton   

Duaine Dockter   

Hudson Hintz   

Keaton Hintz   

Roger Lawyer   

Kim Reiner   

OCTOBER 

Andrew Kalonick  10/1 

Olivia Dever   10/4 

Brianna Albrecht  10/6 

Brittany Miller  10/7 

David Aarhus  10/11 

Sharon Schwagler  10/14 

Nate Burkhardsmeier 10/14 

Lyn Krecklau   10/16 

Andrew Krecklau  10/16 

Deb Beck   10/21 

Carol Mohl   10/29 

Don & Pat Bitz   10/07/60 

Brent & Lyric Purdy  10/10/08 

John & Connie Hoffman  10/13/79 

Dan & Linda Houfek   10/20/72 

Hi, my name is Hayden Rensner! I am from Effingham, Ill., 
where I grew up at Faith Lutheran Church in Shumway, Ill. I 
now attend Faith Lutheran Church, Sioux Falls, S.D., where my 
father serves as pastor.  

 In May, I graduated from Concordia University Nebraska with 
degrees in Theology, TESOL (Teaching English to Speakers of 
Other Languages), and World and Intercultural Studies. 

 It is with great excitement that I am able to say that the 
LCMS Board of International Missions has extended me a Solemn Appointment to serve in the role of English Education 
and outreach in the Czech Republic. The Czech Republic is an extremely atheistic/agnostic country with a strong secular 
influence. The Good News of the Gospel is a much-needed message for the people of the Czech Republic. 

 As a missionary in the Czech Republic, I will have various roles. One role is that I will be a virtual English tutor for stu-
dents attending the Riga Luther Academy located in Riga, Latvia. Students attend this Academy virtually from various 
countries such as Italy, Spain, Ireland, Pakistan, etc. The goal of Riga Luther Academy is to grow the number of pastors 
and church-workers within the region so that the Lutheran church will grow and flourish as the Gospel message is pro-
claimed. 

 Another role that I will be fulfilling will be to work in partnership with the Silesian Evangelical Church of the Augsburg 
Confession and their mission organization to provide outreach and in-reach opportunities for the congregation mem-
bers. Through continued partnership efforts, the LCMS works with this church body in their evangelism efforts on behalf 
of growing the church in the Czech Republic. 

 I am eager to join the work that the Lord is doing in the Czech Republic. I am fully reliant on faithful congregations and 
congregation members to partner with me in my ministry efforts through prayer and financial support throughout this 
fundraising period and beyond... throughout the duration of my ministry in the Czech Republic. I am eager to partner 
with your group in my ministry efforts as we work together to bring the Good News of the Gospel to the Czech Republic. 

 We look forward to Hayden’s visit with us during the education hour on October 10 where she will tell us how the Lord 
has prepared her for this very special ministry opportunity and how she anticipates God’s rich blessing as she serves 
Him.  

 

ND District LCMS Youth Gathering 

For grades 6 and up! 

Thursday - Saturday, October 21-23 

Ramada Inn, 3333 13th Ave South, Fargo 

Registration cost: $150 + housing (prorated fee available) 

Registration deadline: Sunday, October 10 

 

Sponsored by: 

ND District Lutheran Church Missouri Synod Life Together/Youth & Young Adults 

 

 


